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Did They Cheer Yesterday As Well?
Shaare Zedek Medical Center, Jerusalem, yesterday:
As the hospital's doctors and nurses waited to treat the
wounded, they received word that the attack had killed
the head of their emergency room, Dr. David
Appelbaum.
Dr Appelbaum was murdered together with his 20-year-old
daughter, Naava, who was to have been married that evening.
When the humorist Larry Miller visited the emergency room of
another Jerusalem hospital last year, one of the staff told him that
her job is hard sometimes:
Downstairs, before we left, the head of the hospital, an
Israeli named Audrey, was showing me the children’s
waiting room. I couldn’t help but notice, all around, an
Arab woman with her son, an Arab family over there
checking in, Arab children playing with the toys while
waiting. The doctor saw the look on my face and
laughed. “Oh, yes, we treat everyone.” I guess I was
astonished. She just shrugged. “We’re Jews. This is how
we live. It’s also for the future. They’re not going
anywhere, and we’re not going anywhere. There will
eventually be peace. There has to be.” When? A month?
A year? A hundred years? More? She didn’t know. I had
to say it. You’re incredible. You take everyone, you treat
everyone, no one goes first, no one goes last, you just
go in order of who needs help. That’s, like, Mother
Teresa stuff. “We’re not saints, we’re just doing our jobs.
It’s not easy, I admit. And it gets hard when they cheer
when the bodies are brought in.” I looked at her. What
did you say? She sighed. “Yes, it gets hard when they
cheer.” This was one of the times during my trip when I
held up my hands and said, “Stop. Wait.” I turned and
walked away to breathe deeply for a minute. I wonder if
they’ve restocked that mini-bar. Yeah, probably. It’s a
good hotel.
I didn’t meet one Jew the whole trip who didn’t think
there would be peace, not one. “We can work it out. We
have to. They’re not going anywhere. Neither are we.”

Of course, it gets hard when they cheer.
I guess it does.
But last night will have been even harder.
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